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A visceral artistic response to COVID-19 

 

 

SAME SEA, DIFFERENT BOAT 

‘It’s like a modern Bayeux Tapestry’ (Instagram) 



 

Same Sea, Different Boat is a creative community project bringing 

together individual experiences, thoughts and emotions about our 

time in lock down. Individual collagraph printed and stitched squares 

of fabric are joined together to make a quilt illustrating the varied 

experiences and feelings we have about being quarantined because 

of Covid-19 and the continuing effect of living during a pandemic.  

Same Sea, Different Boat was instigated by Sue Brown of the 

yard:ARTspace, Cheltenham in collaboration with Louise Asher of 

Hope & Elvis, Nottingham and Liske Johnson of Littleheath Barn Studio, 

Bromsgrove and Catherine Kingzett, textile artist.  

They have bought together and inspired their studio communities, 

both nationally and internationally to make a personal piece of textile 

art which is forming a social artefact documenting the last year and 

beyond. 

 

Sue Brown, Printmaker (the project’s evolution) 

“March 2020 changed everything for everyone.  Out of the blue, the 

Coronavirus pandemic arrived, and our government asked us to stop 

what we were doing and Stay Home. My business activities as an 

artist, exhibiting work and teaching made an emergency stop. As did 

so many others.  

At the beginning of the lock down I had a creative rush, setting up 

weekly creative prompts for my students. New work was made and 

new techniques were tried. So many people told me how lucky I was 

to be an artist and now have the time to explore my creativity. But a 

few weeks went by, there seemed no end to the rise in the death rate 

and the novelty of the situation began to tarnish. The creative rush 

began to ebb away and emotional anxiety began to creep in.  

By the middle of May I sensed that the enthusiasm of the students who 

had join the various support groups I had created, had waned. The 

comments on my Instagram page about my weekly art prompts, were 

grateful, but creative energy had started to leave everyone. My 

emotional energy was also at a low point. For some of us the creative 

umph had left and guilt about just reading and eating our body 

weight in home-made baking was beginning to feel all wrong. And 

yes, I had cleaned behind my fridge, what was left...?  

So I decided to bother a couple of fellow creatives and workshop 

providers, Louise Asher at Hope & Elvis , Nottingham and Liske Johnson 

at Littleheath Barn Studios, Bromsgrove to help me get the creativity of 

people we were in contact with moving again.  

 

 

 

 



SAME SEA, DIFFERENT BOAT 

A plan emerged, we agreed that everyone’s experience in lock 

down would be varied, we were not all necessarily in the same 

boat, but we were all in the same sea. This global pandemic had 

affected everyone in one way or another and to different degrees. 

The people who come to our workshops look for inspiration through 

printmaking with me or textile techniques with Louise and Liske, so 

we decided to collaborate and create a Quilt that would 

document individual experiences, thoughts & emotions collectively 

about our time in lock down.  

The plan was to encourage those on our mailing lists to create a 

small collagraph printed square to be stitched into or just small 

stitched pieces describing their lock down experience. These small 

elements would then join together to create a Community Quilt. 

The three of us contacted our mailing lists and started to post the 

idea on our social media at the end of May. A month later I had 

printed over 200 collagraph plates. The word spread and non-

printmakers and non-stitchers started to get involved too. 

We now have over 450 textile squares which form five panels as a 

quilt, with a sixth panel in construction. The quilt will remain open 

ended allowing us to add more squares as they arrive beyond the 

deadline we originally set, encouraging more people to get 

involved.  

The quilt is a metaphor for how the effects of the quarantine have 

isolated us, yet we have all been part of it. Making the piece open 

ended also illustrates that Covid-19 will continue to shape our lives - 

everyone has their own isolation story and we will help tell it”. 

 

Same Sea, Different Boat goes on a journey 

We are now seeking cultural partner venues around the country to 

exhibit the quilt.  As it travels, we will encourage visitors to print / 

stich a contribution so that each area can reflect on their local 

experiences.  Workshops will be provided at each venue by Sue 

Brown, for those that want a practical hands-on introduction to 

collagraph printing, and to help them build their contribution as 

and when current covid restriction allow. 

 

The first 4 panels were exhibited at The Museum in the Park, Stroud during the Autumn of 2020. 

From May to August The Harley Gallery, Nottinghamshire will be hosting the five completed 

panels.  

It will be shown in a community venue as part of Cheltenham Open Studios between 25 

September – 3 October at St Philips and St James Church, Cheltenham. 

The planned exhibition at Salisbury Arts centre has been moved from January 2020 to January 

2021 and The Wilson in Cheltenham will be showing the quilt November 2021.    

We launched a fundraising appeal in June 2020 and will be seeking further grants and 

donations to support a national tour, which will include funding for installation, interpretation, 

and transportation. 



 

SAME SEA, DIFFERENT BOAT 
 

Technical requirements 

There are five panels currently, each measuring 108cm height and 110cm width.  They can be 

hung individually or as a continuous piece.  Each panel can be joined to the next to create the 

complete set.  Each panel is suspended by batons at the top, with three hooks to attach to 

three wall fixings. 

 

Press and PR 

 
The Team has promoted Same Sea, Different Boat through an active social media campaign 

and through various other networks.  We will work collaboratively with partner venues to issue 

relevant and appropriate press releases and envisage that there will be opportunities for local 

and national press to view in person through a press launch and private view at each venue.  

We anticipate that each venue will wish to host Same Sea, Different Boat for a minimum of four 

and a maximum of six weeks. 

 

Sue Brown received interest in the project from BBC Radio 4’s ‘Women’s Hour’ and together 

with Louise Asher was featured on the 27 August 2020 episode.  Also, the Team and the project  

appeared in the prestigious and innovative online book ‘WoW’ (Workshop on the Web) 

https://wowbook.d4daisy.com/, which is the holy grail for all textile enthusiasts and inclusion in 

this high-quality publication is considered a privilege. Pressing Matters a specialist printmaking 

magazine has featured the quilt in issue 15. British Quilting and Patchwork Magazine will be 

running an in-depth article in August, 2021. The project has been featured on numerous Social 

Media sights, Stitch, Selvidge Magazine, Curated Quilts (US) and has a thriving Instagram 

hashtag, #sameseadifferentboat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://wowbook.d4daisy.com/


 

Meet the Team 

Sue Brown  

I am an artist who uses printmaking to tell stories. 

I am inspired by process as much as nature. My work springs from the pages of my sketchbooks 

and I develop carefully researched themes using collagraph, gum arabic transfer printmaking 

and mixed processes. 

I run workshops in printmaking and mixed media from the yard:ARTspace in Cheltenham.   

Louise Asher 

I am the owner of Hope & Elvis, a large inspirational studio situated on the Welbeck Estate in 

North Nottinghamshire.  I curate a programme of workshops with invited artists and makers from 

around the UK and Europe.  It’s a studio full of warmth, materials, creativity and great food.  I 

have a huge passion for fibre art and screen printing.  I’m pretty partial to a doll part and also 

neon, both of which feature heavily in my work. 

Liske Johnson 

I run a variety of textile workshops, guest tutor led short courses and regular art textile groups at 

Littleheath Barn Studio, Bromsgrove with my closest friend Claire.  Littleheath Barn Studio, built 

by my parents in 2010, was resident studio to my mum, textile artists Ineke Berlyn.  Ineke sadly 

pass away in 2017, so I was very honoured to be able to take the baton and keep the studio a 

happy place for local creatives. 

Catherine Kingzett 

I am the technical advisor for the construction of the quilt. Stitching and textiles have 

always been an important part of my life. 

I love exploring and experimenting with fabric, using colour, building up layers and 

adding hand and machine embroidery. My work is inspired by the changing seasons 

and the patterns and textures created by nature.   

After being co-owner of a patchwork and quilting shop, I went on to open my own 

textile workshop in 1996 - a place for me to explore other forms of creative stitching and 

share my love of sewing. I have been stitching and teaching since then. My workshop 

was part of the SIT Select Trail and now is open during Cheltenham Open Studios. 

 https://suebrownprintmaker.blogspot.com/2020/05/same-sea-different-boat-our-isolation.html 

https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/sameseadifferentboat/ 

https://www.theyardartspace.com/  

https://www.hopeandelvis.com/ 

https://www.littleheathbarnstudio.com/  

 

 

 

Littleheath Barn Studio 
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